Life Group Facilitator's Guide
Built to Last: Rooted in Christ, Steadfast in Truth
and Devotion
The New Life on Display (Colossians 3:12-15)

Brief Sermon Summary

Because believers have been chosen, loved, and adopted by God through Christ, they are called to
put on Christlike virtues that reflect their new identity. These virtues—compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience—shape how we relate to others. As we bear with and forgive
one another, we display the grace we have received from Christ. Love then binds everything
together, producing unity, peace, and thankfulness within the body of Christ, allowing the church to
magnify Christ to the world.

1. How does understanding our identity in Christ motivate us to pursue Christlike character?
Read: Colossians 3:12; Ephesians 1:4-5; Romans 8:15-17
Gospel Passage: Matthew 3:16-17

Discussion: Why does Paul begin with our identity before giving commands? How is living a
virtuous life different from trying to earn God's acceptance? Which virtue in verse 12 do you most
need Christ to cultivate in your life right now? Application: Spend time thanking God for who you are
in Christ before focusing on what you need to do for Him.

2. What does it practically look like to bear with and forgive one another as Christ forgave
us?

Read: Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:31-32

Gospel Passages: Luke 22:31-34; John 21:15-19; Luke 23:34

Discussion: What is the difference between bearing with someone and simply tolerating them? Why
is forgiveness often difficult, even among believers? How does remembering Christ's forgiveness
change our response to those who offend us? Application: Consider a relationship where you need
to extend patience, seek reconciliation, or release a grievance to the Lord.

3. Why is love described as the virtue that binds everything together?
Read: Colossians 3:14; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7
Gospel Passage: John 13:34-35

Discussion: How does love strengthen and hold together the other virtues Paul lists? What
evidence of Christlike love have you seen strengthen relationships within the church? How can a
life group intentionally cultivate deeper love for one another? Application: Identify one practical way
you can demonstrate sacrificial love toward a fellow believer this week.

4. How can the peace of Christ 'rule’ in our relationships and church life?
Read: Colossians 3:15; Philippians 2:1-5
Gospel Passages: Mark 9:33-37, 50; John 14:27

Discussion: What attitudes or behaviors most often threaten peace and unity in the church? How
can humility help resolve conflicts before they become divisions? Why is thankfulness closely
connected to peace and unity? Application: Consider a current tension or disagreement in your life.
What would it look like to allow the peace of Christ to guide your next response?



Closing Challenge
If those closest to me were asked to describe my life, would they see compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, love, peace, and thankfulness increasingly on display?

Pray that Christ would continue His work of conforming His people to His image so that the new life
He has given would be clearly displayed in every relationship.



