Facilitator’s Guide for May 3rd Sermon

Sermon: From Ruined to Reconciled (Colossians 1:21-23)

Question 1: Understanding Our True Condition

Read: Colossians 1:21; Ro?\ans 3:23; Ephesians 2:1-3; Jeremiah 17:9; Mark 7:20-23
Discussion: How does Scrilpture describe the true condition of humanity, and how does that differ
from the way our culture de nes what it means to be human?

Application: Where do you see cultural messages encouraging people to define themselves apart

from God? In what ways are you tempted to minimize sin? How does acknowledging your condition
prepare you for the gospel?

Question 2: The Means and Power of Reconciliation
Read: Colossians 1:22; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Romans 5:6—11; 1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 9:22
Discussion: Why is Jesus alone able to reconcile us to God, and what does His death accomplish?

Application: Why is reconciliation not something we achieve? How does Jesus’ death strengthen
your faith? What false solutions do people trust instead of Christ?

Question 3: Living as Steadfast Followers
Read: Colossians 1:23; Hebrews 3:12—-14; John 15:4-10; 1 Corinthians 15:58; James 1:22-25
Discussion: What does it look like to be stable, steadfast, and grounded in the gospel?

Application: Where are you drifting? What steps can you take this week to remain rooted in
Christ?

Closing Reflection: Have you trusted in Christ’s reconciling work? Where is God calling you to
greater faithfulness?



